SUMMARY OF SCHOOL PROGRAM SUPPORT 
offered by the Bridle Trails Park Foundation
PROGRAM PURPOSE: Support local schools by providing services in environmental education and stewardship focused on Bridle Trails State Park as a natural ecosystem 
THE PARK:  480-acre, forested state park and natural area between Kirkland and Bellevue, with trees up to 250 years old, 25 miles of trails for equestrians and pedestrians, and three marked trail loops
TOPICS SUPPORTED:
●
Forest ecosystems, forest ecology, natural history of forest organisms
●
Role of parks and natural areas in conservation of biological diversity

●
Community involvement and citizen action to save parks

●
Native American use of plants
PROGRAM SERVICES:
●
Curriculum plans and ideas about parks and forests, classroom topics & exercises
●
Field trips into the park, with expert leaders and chaperones
●
Curriculum materials (such as, environmental education guides and excerpts, books, videos, hand lenses, plant materials, etc.)

●
Expert speakers for classes (such as, an entomologist to talk about bugs, a mycologist to talk about what fungi do in forests, the Park Ranger to talk about parks and citizen action, an ecologist to talk about forest ecosystems)
●
Community service projects for students (pulling ivy, community action, etc.)

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES PLANNED FOR 2006-7:  

●
Information about history, ecology, and natural history of the park to be available through the Foundation’s web site (www.bridletrails.org )
●
Interpretive trail for pedestrians only, with educational signage
●
Geographical Information System (GIS) support for schools, to allow spatial analysis of the region’s parks and natural areas 
SUPPORT FOR WA ESSENTIAL ACADEMIC LEARNING REQUIREMENTS:

●
Specific ideas that use the park for classroom and field activities to meet the Washington EALRs for environmental education

OTHER FOUNDATION PROGRAMS: Community Stewardship (such as removing ivy, planting native plants) and family activities (such as weekend nature walks)

CONTACT:  Jim Erckmann, Trustee, Bridle Trails Park Foundation, erckmann1@comcast.net, (425) 827-6595
BTPF schools program
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